
Jesus was intending to pass through Jericho on his way to Jerusalem. Two things cause 

him to pause, one positive, the other negative. Zacchaeus simply wants to see Jesus… Jesus sees 

a soul ripe for healing and wants to reconcile the man. He wants to offer him salvation. The 

encounter in the streets and the subsequent meal help Zacchaeus in his journey of faith.  

There is one obstacle in the way, and it does not come from the tax collector. The name 

Zacchaeus - means Clean and Pure. The townspeople of Jericho thought they knew Zacchaeus 

and stereotyped him as anything but clean. He was a tax collector, a sinner who collaborated 

with the enemy, the Romans. For zealots, extreme nationalists, any payment of taxes was a 

blasphemy against God. And to add insult to injury, people objected to the extra fees a tax 

collector was able to legally collect on his own behalf.  

Zacchaeus is not the only one in need of conversion. Jesus does not condemn the 

townspeople for their shortsightedness, he tries to help them see beyond the limits of their own 

prejudice. Jesus’ outreach to Zacchaeus is subtle way of telling the townspeople they have 

misjudged the man, and the mission of Jesus to bring salvation to all. O Lord, “you rebuke 

offenders little by little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they 

may abandon their wickedness and believe in you” (Wis 12:2).  

In trying to understand a gospel passage, it is often helpful to look at what comes before 

and after the passage itself. Luke has already shared with us several other encounters with rich 

men.  

A rich official asked Jesus, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Lk 

18:18). In addition to keeping the commandments, Jesus asks him to sell his possessions and 

distribute them to the poor. The rich man goes away sad for he is not able to part with his earth;y 

wealth for his treasure in heaven. 

We also have the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man who held onto his 

wealth never helped Lazarus in life. He who could not help others with his abundance of 

possessions experiences poverty in death. 

 On the other hand, Zacchaeus has no such greed in his heart. Zacchaeus, according to 

Luke, exemplifies the proper attitude toward wealth. “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I 

shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone, I shall repay it four times 

over” (Lk 19:8). 

After this passage in Jericho with Zacchaeus, Jesus continues to teach about wealth with 

the Parable of the Ten Gold Coins (19:11-27). We are called to be stewards of wealth not holding 

onto it, but investing it, sharing it, helping others with it. 

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, where he will offer his life for our salvation. Instead of 

teaching by parable, he will teach by example. Jesus will empty himself out on the cross that we, 

the poor, may receive the gift of salvation from the Son of God. 

On passing through Jericho, Jesus paused to help a rich man become a disciple. He 

paused to instruct the townspeople to go beyond their prejudices and open their hearts to 

salvation. You are passing through this life on your way to the Promised Land. How will you 

help others to become disciples? How will you instruct others to go beyond their prejudices and 

open their hearts to salvation? 

We do not live in Jericho, we are not tax collectors, and yet we may be likened to 

Zacchaeus. We are rich in our citizenship. Each person 18 and above is blessed with the wealth 

of a vote. You can cast that ballot wisely to build society on Catholic Values. Or you can be like 

the townspeople of Jericho, finding fault with others and trying to condemn those who are 

seeking to make things better for the common good. 



“The Church’s social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society 

and living lives of holiness amidst the challenges of”i our world. With elections coming up, let us 

not forget the wealth of teaching that we possess, let us not be afraid to share that wealth with 

others:  

Human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a 

moral vision for society. Human life is under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia. Human 

life is threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of the death penalty. The 

intentional targeting of civilians in war, as we see so tragically in Ukraine, is wrong. Catholic 

teaching calls on us to work to avoid war and to protect the inalienable right to life from natural 

birth to natural death. We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important 

than things, and that the measure of justice is how we enhance the life and dignity of the human 

person. 

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society—in 

economics and politics, in law and policy—directly affects human dignity and the capacity of 

individuals to grow in community. Marriage and family are the central social institutions that 

must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We all have a right and a duty to work for 

the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. In a society marred 

by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last 

Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and 

ideological differences. We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. Blessed 

Pope Paul VI taught that “if you want peace, work for justice.” The Gospel calls us to be 

peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we promote peace in a world 

surrounded by violence and conflict. 
 

i usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/upload/catholic-social-teaching-handout-

adults-digital (Note following 3 paragraphs are taken directly from this). 


